
Nantucket School Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 February 1, 2011 

Page 1 of 4 
 

 1 
Present Members: Robin Harvey, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Jenny Garneau, Timothy Lepore, 2 

Helene Blair and Student Council Representative William Horyn.  3 

Absent: School Committee Student Representative, Carly Jensen.   4 

 5 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria.  6 

 7 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Melissa Bonvini Murphy. Robin Harvey seconded. 8 

The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.   9 

 10 

Presentations and discussions of issues of interest to the Committee: 11 

Nantucket Elementary School Presentation, Karen Olszewski and Robert Head  12 
Principal Joseph Aguiar presented art teachers Robert Head and Karen Olszewski, along with 13 

student presenters. Mr. Aguiar shared that all display cases and blocks in the NES hallways are 14 

currently being used to display student artwork. Mr. Head presented artwork from the Clown and 15 

the Castle projects, which showed single view perspective. Currently, third-grade students are 16 

working on a Whale project. Ms. Olszewski presented her students’ Paddle projects. The 17 

students were required to research and write three facts about an artist. The students discussed 18 

famous artists and described how they incorporated themselves and the artist into their Paddle 19 

artwork. The School Committee congratulated the students.  20 

 21 

Linda Peterson and Michelle Whelan – Farm to School Program 22 
Michele Whelan reported the Farm to School Program is underway and there are many 23 

volunteers helping in the program. The program began at the Nantucket Public Schools in the fall 24 

of 2009.  Ms. Whelan shared that all Sustainable Nantucket programs are at least partially funded 25 

by generous community members. Further, she explained mentors have been working with NPS 26 

students and are scheduled to begin working with the produce late March through May or June. 27 

Ms. Whelan explained that the sister organization for Sustainable Nantucket on Martha’s 28 

Vineyard is thriving.  There is a Farm to School Committee composed of community members, 29 

teachers and parents. If anyone is interested in joining the Committee he/she should contact 30 

Morgan Beryl at Sustainable Nantucket. Ms. Whelan also shared additional funding for the 31 

program will consist of donations from the Booster Club. Currently the Farm to School program 32 

is being integrated into classrooms by cooperative teachers and Produce Cultivating is being 33 

implemented into lesson plans. Jenny Garneau congratulated Ms. Whelan for Farm to School 34 

program success.  35 

 36 

There was a discussion about abiding by Department of Education rules and regulations. Current 37 

regulations regarding packaging and delivering of produce from the program to Food Services 38 

will be researched by Glenn Field.  Robin Harvey asked what the feedback from teachers has 39 

been. Ms. Whelan shared that teachers have provided excellent feedback, including a few 40 

teachers who would like vegetable beds including Robert Buccino, the After-School Garden 41 

Club and some High School Teachers. Timothy Lepore asked how much more space is available 42 

for beds. Ms. Whelan answered that NES has provided the program with a generous amount of 43 

space along the back of the school. Robin and Melissa Bonvini Murphy asked that Ms. Whelan 44 

keep them informed by reporting to the School Committee throughout the process.    45 

 46 
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 47 

Linda Peterson and Glenn Field – Food Service Financial Update  48 
A food service update was provided by Linda Peterson regarding customer billing, fundraisers 49 

and goals for the department. Linda shared that billing statements continue to be sent to owners 50 

by e-mail and mail. Donations received from the Adopt a Lunch Program total $5,600.00. 51 

Additionally, Linda explained that the Booster Club has approved afternoon snack carts for all 52 

student athletes. She also shared that the Department of Health reported her District’s kitchens to 53 

be very clean and meeting state standards. Goals for the Food Service department include to 54 

establish a $50.00 limit to spending for all students and continued contact for debt collection via 55 

e-mail and mail. Additionally, Ms. Peterson would like to continue the Farm to School program 56 

and add updated information to the Food Service portion of the District website. There was a 57 

discussion about possible solutions for Food Service issues including purchasing and debt 58 

control. Mr. Cozort explained that the Food Service Committee needs to meet in order to discuss 59 

all options and solutions. Mr. Cozort explained that we cannot continue to allow students to 60 

accumulate a high volume of debt; and debts that can no longer be collected need to be cleared. 61 

Mr. Field has received an aged debt report has been generated by Carol Caton and Joanne 62 

Johnsen on all prior accounts. This will help the Food Service department and administration in 63 

identifying old debts as the District is required to buy-out bad debt in the Food Service program. 64 

Mr. Field will contact the state nutrition program for guidelines regarding selling food related to 65 

allergies and the involvement/support of the DESE for the Farm to School program.    66 

 67 

Michael Cozort – 2011-2012 School Calendar Draft#4 68 
February vacation is still on the Calendar for the last week in February. November 23, 2011, the 69 

day before Thanksgiving, and December 23, 2011 are currently scheduled as “no-school” days. 70 

This will push school to June 20, 2011. Mr. Cozort believes this would be acceptable with no 71 

snow-days as we may or may not have three snow days. He stated that if we use December 23, 72 

2011 as a no-school day we may want to return to school on January 2, 2012. There was a 73 

discussion about school closing on Election Day. Jenny Garneau questioned why we close the 74 

school on Election Day. Committee members discussed the possibility of keeping the School 75 

open on Election Day and making the day’s classes for students in line with the Election Day 76 

theme. The Committee also questioned if the staff really want to use that day as a professional 77 

development day. Mr. Cozort stated that it can be a good time to use one of our PD days. Melissa 78 

Murphy shared concern as a mother of children in summer camp as it begins June 22, 23 or 24
th

. 79 

Mrs. Murphy states snow days would impact the arrival of children at camp. Mr. Cozort added if 80 

we use November 23 and December 23 as school days the last day of School to June 19, 2012. 81 

Student Council representative Will Horyn stated most families leave early for Christmas break 82 

and having the days off before the holidays may be a good idea. There was discussion about 83 

using President’s Day as a school day. Mr. Cozort believes many parents may agree to this if 84 

they had knowledge of school days being pushed to June 20
th

.    85 

 86 

Comments from the Public 87 
Melissa Murphy shared her appreciation for the NES art projects and thanked Karen O. for her 88 

work. Karen explained there was one more project she wished to display belonging to a student 89 

who was unable to make it to the meeting. Karen enjoys working for the NPS and loves working 90 

with the children. She has worked for the district for 23 years.  91 

 92 
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Mark Yelle, a parent and member of the Friends of Nantucket Public Schools board, asked if any 93 

members of the community are a part of the Food Service Committee.  Mr. Cozort noted his 94 

interest.  95 

 96 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 97 
A motion was made to approve Transfers and Invoices was made by Helene Blair. Robin Harvey 98 

seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.   99 

 100 

A motion to approve the overnight Culinary Arts field trip was made by Helene Blair. Melissa 101 

Bonvini Murphy seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.   102 

 103 

On a motion to approve the recommended FY12 NPS budget forecast appropriation was made by 104 

Timothy Lepore, duly made and seconded by Robin Harvey, it was unanimously voted to 105 

recommend the FY2012 Public School budgetary forecast appropriation of $21,939,000 which 106 

reflects a funding increase of $204,787 over the FY2011 appropriation. The proposed Public 107 

School budget appropriation of $21,719,700 reflects an increase of $220,486 or 1% over the 108 

$21,499,214 FY2011 Public School Budget. The proposed Community School appropriation of 109 

$219,300 reflects a decrease of $15,700, or a 6.7% decline from the $235,000 FY2011 110 

Community School subsidy allocation.  111 

 112 

Secondly, to recommend continued use of each School Committee operating revolver, grant, gift, 113 

agency and special funds accounts, of which “School Staff Travel” is enabled under MGL 114 

Chapter  44, Section 53 and ½ and as such is to be listed for annual authorization by the Annual 115 

Town Meeting of Taxpayers in its Warrant with a $5,000 budget for expenditures and revenues, 116 

requiring a “zero” public appropriation. Appended are representative revolver, gift and special 117 

funds recommended FY2012 budgets. Please note grant account budgets are determined by 118 

donating by the donating, state and/or federal, entity at the time of grant approval. The motion       119 

was approved by a vote of the Committee.  120 

 121 

Glenn Field, Business Administrator for the NPS explained all line items stay intact for the 122 

FY’12 proposed budget until the first day of the new fiscal year.   123 

 124 

A motion to approve the minutes of January 18, 2011 was made by Melissa Bonvini Murphy. 125 

Robin Harvey. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 126 

 127 

Superintendent’s Report: 128 

On the Horizon –   129 

Mr. Cozort and Jenny Garneau explained that on February 8, 2010 the Committee will open in 130 

public session and move to an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters. 131 

The Committee will then open in open session for a workshop to discuss revisions of Policy I.  132 

 133 

The School Committee are asked to complete their self-evaluation by Friday. There will be a 134 

Policy J Task Force meeting on Friday, February 4, 2011.  There will be a Food Service meeting 135 

before the School Committee meeting on February 15, 2011. The February 15, 2011 meeting 136 

agenda will include the following: DESE Accountability review, Supervision and Evaluation, 137 

School Committee Self Evaluation and a possible Culinary NHS presentation. 138 
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 139 

Helene Blaire and other School Committee members expressed their gratitude for the great work 140 

completed by the drama club in Hotel Paradiso.  141 

 142 

Sub Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements:  143 
William Horyn reported the Senior movie may be cancelled as they do not have the Toy Story 3 144 

DVD. Robin Harvey offered to lend them her copy. Grease will be performed during the last 145 

weekend of March. Danny Zuko will be played by Will. The Advisory group will meet with the 146 

Student Council in March.  147 

 148 

Helene Blair exited the meeting at 7:36PM. 149 

     150 

Robin Harvey and Melissa Bonvini Murphy shared that they included Superintendent Evaluation 151 

samples in the School Committee packet. They would like to propose these as district guidelines, 152 

if approved by the Committee members and Mr. Cozort. The documents are samples of 153 

evaluation guidelines generally used by other districts. Jenny Garneau stated the Committee will 154 

have to evaluate the Superintendent based on goals the Committee has already agreed to. Melissa 155 

Murphy stated the idea is to integrate these new guidelines into what the Committee has already 156 

agreed upon. Mr. Cozort stated he is comfortable with whatever the Committee designs as he has 157 

been evaluated in a variety of ways. The Superintendent Evaluation must be completed by March 158 

31, 2011 and must be done in public.   159 

 160 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Timothy Lepore. Melissa 161 

Bonvini Murphy seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.   162 

 163 

Meeting adjourned at 7:46PM. 164 
 165 

Respectfully submitted,  166 

Aida Solano  167 

School Committee Clerk.  168 


